Reports of the auditors and superintending school committee of the town of Gilmanton for the year ending February 28, 1858. by Gilmanton Town Representatives












FOR THE YEAR ENDING FEBRUARY 28, 1857.
SURPLUS REVENUE FUND.
We find that the whole amount of the surplus revenue
money received by the town of Gilmanton, was $7,952 48
The town appropriated of this fund, for
which the Selectmen filed their obliga-
tions, the sum of $3,678 22
And there was loaned to individuals, 4,274 26
$7,952 48
The interest accruing on this fund has been divided
among the resident tax paying men and women to March
1st, 1855, with the exception of one year, when it was divi-
ded among the several school districts.
At the annual meeting of the town, held March 14th,
1855, the following vote was passed by said town, viz :
—
Voted, To divide equally among the legal voters and tax-
paying people residing in said Gilmanton, on the first day
of April next, all the surplus revenue fund belonging to said
town, now loaned to individuals.
In pursuance of said vote, David W. Weeks, Henry E.
Marsh and Burleigh F. Parsons, Selectmen of said town,
made a division of said fund, and ordered the Treasurer,
O. A. J. Vaughan, to pay four dollars and ninety-five cents
each to the several persons named in lists to him commit-
ted, which embraced the names of 908 persons. And of
2
whom there has been paid by the collectors 906 persons,
making the sum paid, $4,484 70
The amount loaned to individuals of said
fund is $4,274 26
Interest received on this sum from March
] , 1855, 206 97
Order on town treasury to supply the
over division, 3,47
t,484 70
There now remains of said fund in the hands of
the Treasurer the obligations of the Selectmen
to the amount of $3,678 22
INDEBTEDNESS OF THE TOWN MARCH, 1856.
It appears from the unpublished report of the Auditors
and Selectmen dated March 9th, 1855, that the town were
indebted for outstanding orders the sum of $3,323 43
After deducting the balance in the treasury of 1,233 88
Leaving the town indebted over means, 2,089 55
'Which increased the indebtedness of the town from
the year ending March, 1854, the sum of $277 46
By the published report of the Auditors and Selectmen
of March 1, 1856, it is stated, on page 6th, that the town
were indebted for outstanding orders, $1,789 96
After deducting balance in the treasury, 777 57
Leaving the town indebted over means, $1,012 39
But on examining the books of the Selectmen, we find
that the town were indebted for outstanding orders and for
school money, to March 1st, 1856, when said report was
closed, the sum of $4,218 07
And for orders issued from March 1st, 1856, to
March 12th, 1856, the sum of 1,028 42
Making the total indebtedness of the town, March
12, 1856, $5,246 49
The foregoing amount of outstanding orders to March
1st, 1856, is embraced in the following orders, to wit :
—
Morrill Shepard, $ 55 88
Sally B. Plummer, 295 00
Isaac C. Marsh, 25 00
Ira Shannon, 892 24
Samuel Hadley, 221 13
Samuel M. Page, 300 00
Titus S. Dudley, " 368 00
Francis Ayers, 110 03
Henry E. Marsh, balance due on order, 74 39
Ira H. Pennock, 21 00
Titus S. Dudley, 44 16
John W. Page, 2 00
Gilmanton Academy, 100 00
Nancy Norris, 56 00
John P. liawrence, 9 00
Joseph Y. Weymouth, 14 25
Adino Page, 709 24
David E. Dockham, 1 47
George W. Ross, 1 47
A. S. Gale, 1 47
David W. Weeks, 10 00
E. Carr, Agent School District No. 1, 50 00
David W. Weeks, 51 00
Daniel Jacobs, 6 25
Ira Shannon, 2 00
Peter Eaton, 1 50
J. K. Woodman, 313 00
James Leighton, 1 00
John Lougee, 2 00
George W. Ross, 1 25
L. H. Mudgett, 3 38
Ira D. Gilman, 57
S. L. Greeley, 11 73
D. W. Vv eeks, 25 23
Jonathan W. Clough, 10 91
Simon Clough, 2 02
J. K. Woodman, 15 35
M. W. Caverly, 4 00
French & Montgomery, 114 74
Smith Place, 1 68
Charles Arlin, 80
Charles Currier, 1 42
D. W. Weeks, 52 00
D. W. Weeks, 25 00
D. W. Weeks, 33 97
H. E. Marsh, 44 25
School money due school districts, 114 97
H. E. Marsh, 10 95
James Durgin, 1 42
Wm. Twombly, 1 75
Alfred S. Davis, 1 00
John L. Sargent. 1 20
1,218 07
The amount of orders issued from March 1st to March
12th, 1856, is embraced in the following orders, viz:
John Moody, 7 61
Charles A. Hackett, 39 59
Expense of SuperintendingSchoolCommittee, 9 59
John S. Rowe, 5 31
Benj. B. Lamprey, 28 80
Benj. B. Lamprey, 10 00
E. S. Price, 31 23
E. S. Price, 8 34
B. F. Parsons, 28 95
D. W. Weeks, 148 59
D. W. Weeks, 36 77
Samuel Parsons, 6 00
G. W. Morrison, 3 00
John S. Hill, 12 00
A. P. B. Currier, 2 00
Charles A. Hackett, 234 25
D. W. Weeks, 43 92
D. W. Weeks, 13 00
Jonathan W. Clough, 30 00
John L. Kelley, 37 00
Ira D. Gilman, 8 33
Isaac S. Morgan, 10 00
Isaac S. Morgan, 2 00
Simon Clough, 35 00
Cvrus Gilman, 88 55
B. S. Price, 2 00
J. B. Marsh, 29
C. B. Plumer, 2 00
D. W. Weeks, 5 00
D. W. Weeks, 15 53
E. S. Price, 9 34
J. K. Woodman, 6 63
J. K, Woodman, 12 93
O. A. J. Vaughan. 50 00
W. R. Hutchinson, 3 00
Daniel T. French, 3 00
D. W. Weeks, 15 00
Joseph E. Osgood, 7 22
H. E. Marsh, 7 65
Jacob Dow, 1 00
H. E. Marsh, 8 00
$1028 42
The indebtedness of the town for out-
standing orders in the last report of
March 1st, 1856, should have been sta-
ted, instead of $1,789 96, the sum of 4,218 07
After deducting the balance in treasury, 777 57
Leaving the indebtedness over means,
March 1st, 1856, $3,440 50
Which increased the indebtedness of the town from
the year ending March 9th, 1855, to March 1st,
1856, $1,350 95
Indebtedness over means, March 1st, 1856, 3,440 50
Amount of orders issued between March
1st and March 12, 1856, 1,028 42
Making total indebtedness over means
March 12th, 1856, $4,468 92
Total increase of indebtedness from March 9, 1855,
to March 12, 1856, $2,379 37
REPORT OF THE AUDITORS.
We have examined the accounts, orders and vouchers
presented to us by the Selectmen and Town Treasurer, and
find the following to be the result.
We find the Treasurer has paid the following sums by
order of the Selectmen :
Outstanding Orders.
James Leighton, for plank and labor, $1 00
D. W. Weeks, for labor on bridge, 25 23
Simon Clough, for bridge plank, 2 02
George W. Ross, for guide board, 1 25
J. Y. Weymouth, for plankjand labor, 14 25
John Moody, for bridge plank, 7 61
Charles E. Plummer, for labor, 2 00
Jacob Dow, for repairing gate, 1 00
John Lougee, for labor, 2 00
Charles Arlin, for labor, 80
Smith Place, for bridgeplank, 1 68
Daniel Jacobs, for lumber and labor,
Alfred S. Davis, for labor,
George W. Morrison, for bridge timber,
J. K. Woodman, for bridge plank,
Jona. W. Clough, abatement of taxes, 1854,
D. E. Dockham, abatement of taxes, 1855,
A. S. Gale, " " "
Ira D. Gilman, "
Joseph B. Marsh, "
Geo. W. Ross, "
John S. Rowe, "
John L. Sargent, "
Charles Currier, "
E. S. Price, "
E. S. Price, "
James Durgin, "
Ira H. Pennock, for board of widow Otis,
S. L. Greeley, for store bill,
John S. Hill, for Dicy girl,
Peter Eaton, for George Dicy,
D. W. Weeks, for Charles A. Hunt,
D. W. Weeks, " «
D. W. Weeks, for M. E. Evans,
D. W. Weeks, for Anna Prescott,
Samuel Parsons, for Betsey Kimball,
John P. Lawrence, for Joseph Ladd,
Wm. Twombly, for digging grave, Clifford child
Joseph E. Osgood, for L. C. Hill,
B. F. Parsons, for C. M. Lamprey,
H. E. Marsh, for J. F. Lougee,
L. H. Mudgett, for store bifl,
Isaac S. Morgan, for coffins,
M. W. Caverly, for medical aid,
French & Montgomery, for medical aid,
Ira Shannon, for Mrs. James Young,
J. K. Woodman, for Mrs. James Young,
H. E. Marsh, for interest on money,
Isaac S. Morgan, for work in town hall,
A. P. B. Currier, for removing remains,
Titus Dudley, for interest,
B. F. Parsons, for interest,
H. E. Marsh, for selectmen's expenses,
E. Carr, agent for school district No. 1,
William R. Hutchinson, for auditing,
Daniel T. French, for auditing,
6 25
E. S. Price, for collecting taxes, 31 23
B. B. Lamprey, for collecting taxes, 28 80
Charles A. Hackett, for services Sup. S. Com., 39 50
J. L. Kelly, " " " 37 00
J. W. Clough, " " " 30 00
Expenses of above committee, 9 59
O. A. J. Vaughan, treasurer of surplus revenue, 50 00
E. S. Price, for paying out surplus revenue money, 8 34
Ira D. Gilman, " " " " 8 33
B. B. Lamprey, » « " " 10 00
D. W. Weeks, for dividing surplus revenue money, 15 00
School District No. 9, for school money, 1855, 78 99
School District No. 17, for school money, 1855, 10 27
School District No. 29, for school money, 1855, 25 71
H. B. Marsh, for buidling new road, 74 39
C. A. Hackett, for building road at Adam's hill, 234 25
Paid interest on parsonage money for 1855, 73 22
D. W. Weeks, for lumber for school house, Dis.No. 20, 51 00
L. H. Mudgett, for oil and paint » " » 7 08
D. C. Batchelder, for painting « " " 5 00
J. C. Bean, for labor on school house, Dis. No. 20, 2 00
Simon Clough, for small pox bill, 1851, 35 00
Old Roads and Bridges.
J. S. Weymouth, for bridge plank,
C. A. Hackett, for breaking rqad,
R. L Flanders, for labor,
S. Hadley, for labor,
J. R. Morrill, for stone and labor on Cutler bridge,
C. E. Plummer, for building bridge,
G. D. Ladd, for bridge plank,
J. W. Farrar, for building bridge,
O. Lamprey, for labor,
John Lougee, for labor and timber,
G. H. Seward, for labor,
Thomas Durrell, for labor,
$87 90
Neiv Roads.
J. B. Sanborn, for land for Durrell road, $85 00
A. T. Edgerly, for land for new road, 10 00
Perley Farrar, for land for Durrell road, 191 82
Thomas J. Cate, » « « 94 30
|1,521 52
8
Louisa Sanborn, for land for Durrell road, 8 33
Mary Hall, " " " 10 00
J. B. Sanborn, for labor on new road, 9 70
Perley Farrar, for building part of Durrell road, 122 89
N. Ellsworth, jr, for land for Durrell road, 25 91
Louisa Sanborn, (Guardian) for land for Durrell road, 17 14
George H. Hall, " " " 203 56
Nathaniel Edgerly, for land for new road, 16 00
Perley Farrar, for making Durrell road, 317 36
Thomas Durrell, for land, 288 28
Poor on Toiun Farm.
,400 38
Poor off of Toivn Farm.
Calvin How, for Mrs. Hutchinson,
J. S. Towle, for Betsey Conner,
J. S. Towle, for Betsey Conner,
Levi Hutchinson, for M. A. Moulton,
G. D. Ladd, for Peters family,
B. B. Lamprey, for Peters family,
B. B. Lamprey, for D. A. Paul,
B. B. Lamprey, for Peters family,
John S. Hill, for Dicy girl,
J. McCartney, for J. Ladd,
J. McCartney, for J. Ladd,
I. H. Pen nock, for M. A. Moulton,
Ira Shannon, for M. Smith,
T. J. Folsom, for M. Lovering,
A. Foss, for Betsey Kimball,
$228 19
For Liquors purchased.
Benjamin Johnson, for liquors, 113 39
Charles A. Hatch, for liquors, 137 74
5 25
Chas. H. Lougee for digging grave,
Poor in other toions chargeable to this.
B. B. Lamprey for J. F. Lougee's child,
" A. H. Edgerly,
" M. D. Smith,
2 00
" D. Hall's wife,
" A. H. Edgerly,
" J. M. Smith,
Town of Meredith for Chas. Hunt,
B. B. Lamprey for Edgerly's child,
< Physicians^ Bills.
French & Montgomery for medical aid.
For Selling Liquor,
B. Johnson for services and liquor stolen in 1855,
Chas. Hatch " and leakage and loss "
B. Johnson for liquors stolen "
Pa
Current Expenses.
d McFarland & Jenks for printing last report,
A. Prescott for money paid surplus Reve-
nue Fund,
L. H. Mudgett for enrolling Militia,
I. Piper " "
J. S. Page " "
J. W. Page " "
N. H. Dockham " »
J. C. Shannon " «
County tax.
State tax,
J. W. Wells for running town lines,
J. P. Hill « u '
L. H. Mudgett for stationery,
A. Prescott for col. and invoice books,








interest on Parsonage fnnd, 1856, 73 22
Sally B. Plummer for interest on order, 17 11
Gilmanton Academy interest on order, 6 00
S. M. Page " " 18 00
Francis Ayers " « 13 20
Sally Leavitt for abatement of tax, 1
T. C. Moulton " . " 3
B. Clark " " 1
Samuel Lamprey " " 2
Hiram Elliot " " 4
A. Prescott for printing check-list, notices, &c., 13 50
Mary Gilman for sweeping town hall, 50
J. C. Cilley for damage to carriage, 2 00
W. J. Foss for abatement of taxes, 3 26
C. G. Kelley " " 3 26
B. S. Russell » " 34
J. W. Wells for building school house in dis-
trict No. 13, 150 00
Z. Peaslee for money paid out, M. A. Moul-
ton case, 10 26
Thomas Durrill for money hired, 102 08
" " for Selectmen's expense, 4 00
" " for expense of witnesses in
1855, 4 94
Thomas Durrill for expense of Selectmen, 2 00
several school districts, 1,784 79
Paid Toivn Officers.
B. F. Parsons, services as Selectman,
D. W. Weeks, » "
H. E. Marsh, " "
J. C. Bean, services as Constable,
W. R. Price, •' "
B. B. Lamprey, " "
J. W. Page, " "
D. Durrill, " "
Stephen Shannon, " "
E. S. Price, " "
A. Prescott, services as Town Clerk,
A. C. Lougee, " as Constable,
E. Keazor, " as Collector,
$4,061 07
11
Alfred Prescott, Toivn Treasurer, in account with the town
of Gilmanton.
Dr.
To balance on settlement, March 1, 1856, $777 57
" literary money received from State, 218 18
" cash from the town of Laconia, 6 00
" cash hired of Lewis G. Lougee, 200 00
" cash hired of Jonathan P. Hill, 400 00
« cash of D. W. Weeks from J. Conner, 5 57
" cash of D. W. Weeks from J. M. ClifFord, 8 00
" cash hired of Thomas Durrill, 100 00
" literary money received from the State, 267 12
" cash for Railroad tax, 139 94
" amount of taxes assessed in 1856, 8,105 69
" amount of school house tax in Dist. No. 13, 524 16
" cash received of G. W. Ross for liquor sold, 85 00
$lu;832"23
Cr.
By paid for outstanding orders, $1,521 52
" old roads and bridges, 87 90
" new roads, 1,400 38
" poor off town farm, 228 19
" poor on town farm, 169 23
" poor in other towns, 275 79
" Physician's bill, 50 83
" selling liquor, 74 01
" for liquor for town agencies, 251 13
" current expenses, 4,061 07
« town officers, 117 50
Balance of tax of 1856 not collected, 2,451 26
" collector's notes for back taxes, 118 06
" cash in hands of Treasurer, 25 36
,832 23
ALFRED PRESCOTT, Treasurer.
BENJ. B. LAMPREY, ) Selectmen
ZACCHEUS PEASLEE,
[ ofALVAH FOSS, ) Gilmanton.
Feb. 28, 1857.
The undersigned have carefully examined the foregoing
accounts and find them correctly cast and properly vouched,
and a balance due the town of the sum of two thousand
five hundred and ninety-four dollars and sixty-eight cents.
ENOCH BROWN, )
JOHN MAX FIELD, ) Auditors.
J. M. OILMAN, )
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INDEBTEDNESS OF THE TOWN, FEB. 28, 1857.
We find the town indebted for outstanding orders as fol-
lows, viz
:
Morrill Shepard for building road, ^55 88
Sally B. Plumer for land for road, 295 00
Isaac C. Marsh for cow, 25 00
Ira Shannon for money hired, 892 24
Samuel Hadley for money hired, 221 13
Samuel M. Page for land for road, 300 00
Francis Ayers for money hired, 110 03
Gilmanton Academy for money hired, 100 00
Adino Page, 709 24
J. K. Woodman for money hired, 313 00
" " " » 15 35
Cyrus Gilman for board of Selectmen in 1855, 88 55
E. S. Gilman for services on town farm, 130 00
Lewis G. Lougee for money hired, 200 00
Isaac B. Sanborn for land for road near his house, 50 00
J. P. Hill for money hired, 400 00
I. B. Sanborn for land for Durrill road, bal., 200 00
Titus S. Dudley for money hired, 368 00
John W. Page for enrolling militia 1855, 2 00
Nancy Norris for money hired, 56 00
David W. Weeks for support of Mrs. Kennison, 10 00
Henry E. Marsh for building new road, 44 25
David W. Weeks for J. H. Smith's family, 148 59
" " " for money paid A. E. Edgerly, 36 77
» " " for money paid D. A. Paul, 13 00
" » " for Geo. Ladd, 5 00
" " " for his expense, 15 53
John Roberts for land for Durrill road, 20 00
K. Hall for land for Durrill road, 43 00
J. M. Roberts for land for Durrill road, 32 00
Lewis A. Prescott for building Durrill road, 190 74
Charles E. Plumer for work on road, 10 86
S. C. Edwards " 6 25
Ira D. Gilman for abatement of taxes, 2 45
u u u u 1 83
S. F. Hurd for medical aid, 16 04
Ira D. Gilman for collecting, 15 69
Ira D. Gilman for constable, 2 00
J. K. Woodman for interest, 20 00
A. Foss for B. Kimball, 1 00
J. Q.. Adams for bridge plank, 7 63
13
N. Wight for medical aid,
Alfred Prescott, services as Treasurer,
A. S. Eastman, stationery,
A. S. Eastman, store bill,
A. S. Eastman, poor on town farm,
Thomas Durrill for building road,
Benj. Johnson for timber and plank,
Perley Farrar, bridge plank,
Money due school district for schooling,
John W. Wells for school house tax, bal.,
Calvin Shepard, bridge plank,
R. H, Jones for constable services,
John S. Hill for liquor and services,
Geo. W. Ross for coffin,
Joseph B. Durrill for land for Durrill road,
Alvah Foss for Selectmen's expense out of town,
A. Foss for services as Selectman,
Zaccheus Peaslee for services as Selectman out of
town,
Zaccheus Peaslee for services as Selectman,
B. B. Lamprey for services as Selectman out of
town,
B. B. Lamprey for services as Selectman,
After deducting balance in treasury, $2,594 68
Amount in hands of agents for sale
of liquor, 166 33
18 84
14
"We find the town indebted to the funds as follow :
Literary fund, $267 12
Surplus revenue fund, 3,678 22
Parsonage fund, 1,164 46
All of which is respectfully subnrutted.
ENOCH BROWN,
)JOHN MAXFIELD, } Auditors.
J. M. GILMAN, )
Gilmanton, Feb. 28, 1857.
REPORT ON TOWN FARM.
The undersigned. Selectmen of Gilmanton, report that
the town has paid out of the town treasury for the use of
the town farm during the year commencing March 1, 1856,
the following sums, viz:
For hired labor, $20 00
For 3 pigs, 10 00
For A. S. Eastman's bill, for store articles, 37 01
For Physician's bill on farm, 13 00
For interest on cost of farm, 180 00
For services of overseers, 190 00
Making the whole paid out, $450 01
The amount of property as appraised Feb. 26th,
1857 exceeds that of last year, 129 68
Making the expense over the income, • $320 33
The average number supported on farm, 19
Average cost of each, as appears by the above, $16 84
Schedule of property on town farm as appraised by the
Selectmen, Feb. 26//?, 1857.
14 tons English hay, $196 00
7 " lowground hay, 63 00
1 horse, 75 00
4 oxen, 260 00
7 cows, 210 00
1 three year old steer, 30 00
2 two year heifers, 32 00
3 one year old steers, 36 00
13 sheep, 40 00









FOR THE YEAR ENDING MARCH, 1857.
The Superintending School Committtee, in compliance with the law, re-
spectfully submit the following Report.
As it is more convenient, each Collection District is reported separately :
LOWER COLLECTION DISTRICT.
DISTRICT No. 1.
First Term, 8 weeks, taught by Miss Mary Hill. "Whole number of schola
27. Average attendance, 20. At the commencement this school bid fair, but
as near as I could learn, some were " wise" enough to advise to "whip all
other children except their own." This "marking" scholars as "needing
straightening" is bad business. If a teacher is in any measure governed by
such advice, the result is a general " fuss." The Teacher appeared to try hard,
but her situation was a trying one for a young teacher, and she found that " to err
is human." A portion of the scholars made fair progress, but the school as a
whole was of but little benefit.
W Second Term, 8% weeks, Mr. Geo. W. Parsons, teacher. Whole number of
scholars, 30. Average attendance, 25. Eight of the scholars had not whisper-
ed for the Winter. Order excellent. So many black marks for tardiness and
absence, give a little dark shade to the picture for a " wide awake " district ; but
we are happy to add notwithstanding this drawback, some of the classes ap-
peared unusually well, and all acquitted themselves in a manner highly com-
mendable to themselves and the teacher. The kindly feelings manifest by all
in the school-room was very praiseworthy.
DISTRICT No. 2.
First Term, 7 weeks, a Miss Maxfleld, teacher, who forgot to sign her name to
her register. Whole number of scholars 30. Average attendance, 26. This
was Miss Maxfield's first school. She seemed to have labored hard and respect-
able progress made. Order not as good as desirable.
Second term, 9 weeks, Mr. Charles E. Sanborn of Loudon, teacher. Whole
number of scholars 34. Average attendance could not be correctly ascertained
from the register, as it was not handed in to the teacher in season, by Pru-
dential Committee. First part of the school seemed to progress well, but the




First Term, 11 weeks, Miss Martha Kimball of Alton, teacher. Whole num-
ber scholars 23. Average attendance 17. This was Miss Kimball's first school
;
as such we regard it very successful. Order comfortable. Progress very com-
mendable in all the classes, and many scholars made unusually rapid improve-
ment. Miss Kimball's lady-like deportment, and kindly and familiar intercourse
with her scholars, made her at once loved and respected. We regard this term
as very satisfactory to all concerned.
Second Term, 8 weeks Mr. George M. Dudley, teacher. Whole number
scholars 32. Average attendance 24. Mr. Dudley seemed to be untiring in his
efforts to advance his school, and his success under unfavorable influences was
very commendable. It was very unfortunate that an unfavorable influence from
the first was exerted against Mr. Dudley, which was for no fault or incompetence
of his, as it would have been as likely to have been exerted against an entire
stranger. Then again, such was the multiplicity of classes it seemed impossible
for all to have justice done them, and yet it was difficult to have abridged or
united the classes without giving greater dissatisfaction. In some instances
some might have complained with cause, while in other cases without any just
one.
DISTRICT No. 27.
First Term, 8 weeks. Miss Emily Parsons, teacher. Whole number scholars
12. Average attendance 10. A profitable and successful school in every res-
pect. The scholars were well interested, thorough and prompt, and seemed to
say by their cheerful countenances, "Oh yes, sir, we should like to have you ask
us some questions ; we guess we>re ready for you." This they proved them-
selves to be. It is pleasant to visit such a school as this. Order of course
good.
Second Term, 7 weeks, Mr. George W. Parsons, teacher. Whole number
scholars 28. Average attendance 23. Everything moved along in the school
room like " clock work." Order excellent, without any apparent eff'ort by the
teacher. The ' progress of the school, highly satisfactory to all concerned is
all that need be said.
DISTRICT No. 5.
First Term, 10 weeks and 2 days, Miss Mary A Hill, teacher. Whole number
of scholars 27. Average attendance 21. Order perfect. The kindest feelings
seemed to exist between teacher and scholars. We seldom witness a school so
thorough and prompt, or more marked progress, except reading. But little in-
terest could be excited in reading iu books that had become "worn out old stories."
Quietness reigned so supreme the school spoke altogether too low.
Second Term, 9 weeks and 5 days, Mr. Daniel E. Clough, teacher. Whole
number scholars 27. Average attendance 20. What was said of the first is
equally true of this, except that the new reading books, Sargent's, much im-
pio ved the reading. The school also spoke somewhat louder. No corporeal pun -
ishment needed. We deem the District very fortunate in obtaining the services
of two so faithful, well qualified and successful teachers, and ones possessing so
much good common sense and sound judgment in managing a school.
DISTRICT No. 6.
First Term, 6 weeks, Mrs. Mary A. Dudley, teacher. Whole number ofscholars
13. Average attendance 12. The school in every respect is worthy of high
commendation, especially in reading, which was taught unusually well. Order
good.
Second Term, 9 weeeks, Mr. Henry W. Dudley, teacher. Whole number of
scholars 23. Average attendance 19. Notwithstanding the school was several
times interrupted by illness of the teacher, excellent improvement was made.
Every class was ready and prompt. No guessing, but a "know so." The schol-
ars seemed to try to do the best they could to improve and certainly they were
very successful in their efforts, and much greater progress was made than could
19
reasonably be expected under all circumstances. Reading we never heard taught
better. This is one of our best schools. Mr Dudley is most untiring in his
efforts. A more competent, faithful and successful teacher we do not know.
Order perfect.
DISTRICT No. 7.
One Term, Winter School, 12 weeks. Miss Edna J. Gale, teacher. "Whole num-
ber scholars 9. Average attendance 6. Order perfect. Good progress was
made in all the branches. Miss Gale fully sustained her former reputation as
a first class teacher.
DISTRICT No. 28.
First Term, 13 weeks, Miss Elizabeth Shannon, teacher. Whole number of
scholars 55. Average attendance 45. Good order, good progress, good school,
good teacher. Miss Shannon fully sustaining her former reputation as a first
clasa teacher.
Second Term, 10 weeks, Mr. Richard F. Hanscom, teacher. Whole number
scholars 55. Average attendance 45. Mr. Hanscom seemed untiring in his
efforts to advance his school, and a portion of his scholars gave evidence of
thorough drilling, and their progress was highly commendable to themselves
and their teacher. A portion of the smaller scholars did not show much pro-
gress, unless it was in being uneasy and noisy. Order not as good as desirable.
A very important point in the management of the school is to learn the scholars
to govern themselves, and to try to inspire even dull scholars to treat them with
dignity and respect, and thus learn them to respect themselves as also their
teacher. No surer way to make a scholar such than to call him a "rowdy,"
"namb-head," "no lady," "no gentleman." A spirit of retaliation arises in both
scholars and parents, and thus the whole community becomes possessed with a
low, coarse spirit.
In justice to Mr Hanscom we would add, that the school house is no credit to
the district, not fit in any respect. No one can manage a school as well in such
a house. What is decidedly needed is a new school house, large enough to
have two rooms or more, and have the school divided. With the various branches
now taught in a school of this size, no one can do justice to all. Many care but




First term, 5 weeks. Miss Harriett S. Gilman, teacher. Whole number of schol-
ars 12; average attendance 11. All the scholars appeared well disposed and
deeply interested. The teacher exhibited an aptness for teaching and govern-
ing, highly creditable. Thoroughness in every branch was a marked feature.
Improvement good.
Second Term, 12 weeks, Mr. Jacob O. Sanborn, teacher. Whole number of
scholars 18 ; average attendance 13. This is one of the best schools in town.
Several of the scholars went through Arithmetic in a very thorough manner, and
advanced considerably in the study of Algebra. Parents manifested a commen-
dable zeal, and the scholars without exception exhibited a degree of interest
rarely witnessed. The teacher, though quite young and inexperienced, gained an
enviable reputation as a teacher, performing his duties in such a manner as gave
unexceptionable satisfaction.
DISTRICT No. 8.
One Term, Winter School, 9)^ weeks, R. W. Price, teacher. Whole number of
scholars 22 ; average attendance 17. This district has but little schooling, and
the most of the scholars are backward. The teacher labored most assiduously
for their improvement, and very successfully too. Rapid advancement was made,




First term, 23 weeks, Miss Elizabeih A. Ayer, teacher. Whole number of schol-
lars 59 ; average attendance 34. A large amount of money is expended here to
little purpose. Many of the parents manifest little or no interest in the school.
Irregular attendance is a common fault with most of the scholars
; the consequence
is, all the plans of the teacher are disarranged, and scholars derive but little ben-
efit from the school. There are a few very good scholars here who were punct-
ual and prompt, and made good progress. "With the active cooperation of
parents, the extensive experience of the teacher, combined with a practical
knowledge of teaching, would render her unusually successful.
Second Term, 12% weeks, Mr. Harlan W. Page teacher. Whole number of
scholars 41; average attendance 25. Some forward scholars this term who atten-
ded regularly and made good improvement, but many of them are very irregu-
lar in attendance, and made but little progress. The teacher performed his
duties faithfully, and gave good satisfaction.
DISTRICT No. 10.
First Term, 8 weeks, Miss Mary D. Leighton, teacher. Whole number of schol-
ars 8 ; average attendance 7. Both teacher and scholars were interested, and
good improvemet was made. Thoroughness, promptness and order character-
ized all the exercises of the school-room.
Seco7}d Term, 9 weeks, Mr. George H. Kimball, teacher. Whole number of
scholars 12 ; average attendance 9. This school commenced with fair prospects
of success, and some of the scholars made fair improvement. The teacher is
young and inexperienced, and probably did the best he could, but a little more
dignity would render him much more successful.
DISTRICT No. 11.
First Term, 6 weeks, Miss Dorothy J. Dudley, teacher. Whole number of
scholars 18 ; average attendance, 17. The scholars appeared pretty well dis-
posed, with a few exceptions. Possibly a little more energy on the part of the
teacher, might have had a good effect on the management of the school. Judg-
ing from the appearance of the school-house, the parents had but little interest
in the welfare of the school.
Second Term, 8 weeks. Taught by the same. Whole number of scholars 19
;
average attendance, 17. What was said of the first term is equally true of this.
Visited it once and called in once, and intended to have visited it at the close,
but learned that the school had left " en masse." Whether they blew out through
the cracks of the " airy castle" I did not enquire, but certain it was they were
lodged in a neighboring house. Not knowing but they might be wafted again
on the wings of the wind elsewhere, I did not give chase.
DISTRICT No. 12.
First Term, 12 weeks. Miss Mary A. Young, teacher. Whole number of schol-
ars 17 ; average attendance 15. This district receives a large amount of money,
and considerable interest is manifested to have it expended in a manner condu-
cive to the best interests of the school. Some very good scholars here who take a
deep interest in trying to improve. Others need the encouragement of the parents to
second the efforts of the teacher. Miss Young has had considerable experience
in teaching, and performed her duty in a very satisfactory manner.
Second Term, 12 weeks, Mr. James B. Brown, teacher. Whole number
scholars, 29, average attendance 24. In every branch pursued excellent im-
provement was made. The teacher ranks among the best in town. Thorough-
ness, promptness and order, were prominent characteristics of the school. The
teacher combines a natural aptness to teach, with a correct system of discipline,
which renders him unusually successful.
DISTRICT No. 16.
First Term, 8 weeks. Miss Mary J. Clay, teacher. Whole number of scholars 10
;
average attendance 9.
Second Term, by the same teacher. Length of school, 8 weeks. Whole num-
ber of scholars 15; average attendance 12. There are a few excellent scholars in
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this school. Almost every scholar appeared interested, and made close applica-
tion. A thorough, systematic course of instruction and discipline was adopted
by the teacher with marked success.
The school-house is a disgrace to the district. It seems strange that the en-
terprising farmers in this district should consent to have their children confined
in such a gloomy uncomfortable place day after day, without making an efifort
to build a new house.
DISTKICT No. 20.
First Term, 8 weeks. Miss Hannah M. Moody, teacher. Whole number of schol-
ars 11; average attendance 10. At the commencement of the term, many of the
scholars were in a backward condition, especially in reading. Through the
well directed efforts of the teacher, combined with the cooperation of parents
and scholars, very good improvement was made. The teacher spared no pains
in communicating thorough practical instruction. Promptness and good order
were prominent characteristics of the school. Drawing and embroidery were
taught during recess and after school, free of expense.
Second Term, 8 weeks. Miss Juliett E. Robinson, teacher. Whole number of
scholars 14; average attendance 13. The remarks in relation'to the summer
school apply equally well to this term. The teacher made use of the " coopera-
ting mirror," by means of which the parents knew the deportment of their chil-
dren each week. The beneficial effect of this method was apparent in the in-
creased interest of parents and scholars.
DISTRICT No. 23.
One Term. Winter, 7 weeks, Miss Carrie A. Robinson, teacher. Whole
number scholars 8; average attendance 7. Owing partly to the small amount
of school money in this district, most of the scholars are very backward. The
deportment and progress of the pupils were excellent. Short lessons were
given, and the pupils were required to commit them perfectly. " In no case,"
says the teacher, " has the pupil been allowed to pass a lesson without fully
understanding it."
DISTRICT No. 24.
One Term. Winter, 10 weeks, Miss Hattie A. Hutchinson, teacher. Whole
number of scholars 31 ; average attendance 23. This school is in a very back-
ward state. For several years past there has been but little school money in the
district, and little or nothing has been given to lengthen the school. But little
interest is manifested by the parents or scholars in the welfare of the school.
The school-house is a miserable old hovel, hardly fit for a pig stye. No wonder
the children dread the school-room. Let a pleasant and convenient house be
built and suitably furnished, and the beneficial eflects that would follow, would
astonish the incredulous. Some improvement was made, especially in reading.
The teacher labored hard to improve and benefit the school, and under more
favorable circumstances, doubtless would have proved a very successful teacher.
DISTRICT No. 26.
First Term, 7 weeks. Miss Sarah B. Crockett, teacher. Whole number of schol-
lars 28 ; average attendance 25. This district has an excellent school-house
with convenient out-buildings. Not a scratch or cut was noticed to mar its
beauty. Most of the parents take a deep interest in the welfare of the school,
which they manifest by visiting it. As a natural consequence the scholars were
incited to greater diligence. Rapid progress was made, especially in reading
and spelling. The teacher devoted all her energies to the advancement of those
under her charge, with good success. A regular systematic course was pursued
in all the exercises of the school.
Second Term, 7 weeks. Miss Anna E.Leighton, teacher. Whole number of
scholars 31 ; average attendance 26. This school now ranks among the best in
town. Excellent progress was made in every branch pursued. Tlie aim of the
teacher was not so much to advance rapidly, as to advance in a thorough and
practical manner. Quite a number of the parents and friends attended the
examination at the close of the school, and it was evident to all that this term




One Term, unfinished, taught by Mr. Daniel E. Page. School well conducted
and the efforts of its teacher will undoubtedly merit the approbation of the dist-
rict. Scholars diligent and energetic, progress fair. This district has erected a
fine house, spacious and convenient, and worthy of its object.
DISTRICT No. 14.
First Term, 8 weeks, taught by Miss Edna J. Gale. Whole number of scholars
8 ; average attendance 7. School though small in number, contains material
sufficient to enlist the efforts of our experienced teachers. Familiarity existing
between teacher and scholars rendered every exercise of the school room pleasant.
Order excellent, progress good. Teachers should exercise care lest superficial
instruction does not take the place of the thorough and practical.
Second Term, unfinished, taught by Miss Anna E. Leighton. With the usual
interest of the scholars, combined with the experience of their teacher, we have
ample reason to believe that the school will be all the District could anticipate.
DISTRICT No. 15.
First Term, 10 weeks, taught by Miss Frances E. Chase. Whole number of
scholars 37 ; average attendance 34. The arrangement of the school consider-
ing the number of pupils was properly without exception. The teacher per-
formed her duty with faithfulness, manifesting a deep and ardent desire for the
welfare of her pupils, and, had she received the^ cooperation of the parents,
greater success might have been attained. Seldom do we see the merit evinced
by Miss Chase, met by such untoward influence. Instruction highly commend-
able, and progress all that could be expected under the existing circumstances.
Second Term, 4 weeks, taught by Mr. F. O. Russel. Whole number of schol-
ars 26 ; average attendance 20. Owing to influences out of the control of
the teacher, the progress of the school was retarded. No teacher, however well
adapted to teaching, could have made the school appear what it really was, in-
tellectually. The teacher fully realized the importance of his duty and labored
zealously to discharge it.
DISTRICT No. 17.
First Term, 9 weeks, taught by Miss Flora E. Forrest. Whole number of
scholars 24 ; average attendance 20. Instruction creditable to the teacher,
useful to the scholars, and highly satisfactory to the District. Would parents
cooperate more essentially with the teacher this school might become one of the
first class.
Second Term, commenced by Mr. Samuel L. Gracy. The Committee were
not notified of its close ; the teacher failing to give satisfaction judiciously with-
drew himself—school suspended. It is due Mr. Gracy, however, to say that his
failure was not so much the result of incompetency as of an imperfect knowl-
edo-e of the system of instruction pursued in our schools.
DISTRICT No. 18.
First Term,8 weeks, taught by Miss Sarah A. Hill. Whole number of scholars
12- average attendance 11. School orderly and interested throughout—im-
provement such as only results from thorough and experienced teachers. Miss
H. possesses rare qualifications as a teacher of worthy merit,—her labors can-
not be too highly appreciated. Apparent advantage has been derived by this
District by securing the services of such a teacher for a number of terms in
succession.
Seco7id Term, 8 weeks, taught by Mr. Stephen S. Folsom. Whole number of
scholars 10; average attendance 9. This term commenced with good interest
by the scholars and teacher, by which we may judge the progress commendable.
Owin"' to a misunderstanding of the time of its close, not visited but once. 'Tis




First Term, 7 weeks, taught by Miss Annie L. Dow. Whole number of scholars
16 ; average attendance not correctly reported. The system of order in this
school was commendable, which if combined with thorough instruction would
not fail to produce a good school ; either alone cannot be so beneficial, but har-
monizing together as one element, they ensure a desirable result. Prudential
Committees should see that teachers meet the requirements of the law in filling out their
Registers.
Second Term, 10 weeks, by the same teacher. Whole number of scholars 20;
average attendance as above. No record of attendance kept, which is a viola-
tion of our system. Other remarks apply here as above.
DISTRICT No. 21.
One Term, 12 weeks, taught by Miss Narcessa S. Kimball. Whole number of
scholars 21 ; average attendance 14. School orderly and interested—improve-
ment thorough and rapid. Teacher deeply interested in the welfare of her
pupils and realized the vast importance of thoroughness.
DISTRICT No. 22.
First Term, 8 weeks, taught by Miss Caroline M. Clay. Whole number of
scholars 15; average attendance 14. The teacher devoted her labors success-
fully to her task, gaining the attention and interest of her pupils. Order and
progress commendable.
Second Term, 16 weeks, taught by Mr. Samuel F. Lougee. Whole number of
scholars 26 ; average attendance 23. Scholars prompt and energetic, duly en-
couraged and assisted by the teacher. School highly commendable for its moral
deportment. Order excellent—progress highly satisfactory.
DISTRICT No. 29.
First Term, 8 weeks, taught by Miss Ellen F. Rowe. Whole number of
scholars 19 ; average attendance 14. The teacher labored with diligence to per-
form her duty, but such untiring efforts avail less without some interest mani-
fested by the parents. By her report there were no visits by the Prudential
Committee, or parents. The marks of tardiness and absence speak of this in-
difference. Progress, however, was good, all things considered. Order highly
commendable.
Second Term, 8 weeks, taught by Mr. Barnabas F. Reeve. Whole number of
scholars 26 ; average attendance 18. The teacher by exertion endeavored to
excite the interest and attention of his scholars, and success followed. Famil-
iarity existing between himself and pupils rendered every duty of the school-
room pleasant. The labors of Mr. Reeve produced satisfactory results and the
school stands well with our best. Progress good. Order unexceptionable.
DISTRICT No. 30.
First Term, 10 weeks, taught by Miss Miranda Barney. Whole number of
scholars 41 ; average attendance 36. Scholars made good improvement, with a
fair degree of thoroughness. Discipline highly satisfactory. The teacher dis-
charged her duty with energy and zeal.
Second Term, 8 weeks, taught by Mr. John W. Wells. Whole number of
scholars 44 ; average attendance 38. This school emphatically demands the
commendation of all interested. Not only does the teacher merit this, but the
scholars should receive a prominent share. All that could be said of a model
school, can with equal propriety be said of this. Mr. Wells belongs to the first
class of teachers, and deserves the confidence and patronage of all who feel an
interest in the cause of Education.
DISTRICT No. 31.
First Term, 6 weeks, taught by Miss Louisa A. Eaton. Whole number of
scholars 10; average attendance 9. The uniform interest observed in this school
and the efforts of its teacher deserve particular notice and warrant a good con-
clusion.
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Second Term, \^% weeks, taught by the same teacher. Whole number of
scholars 1 1 ; average attendance 9. Marked thoroughness in teaching, a promi-
nent feature. Order unexceptionable—progress higiily satisfactory. Thirty
visits made by the citizens and parents to this small school. We would that all
schools were thus visited.
DISTRICT No. 32.
One Term, 11 weeks, taught by Miss Ellen F. Rowe. Whole number of
scholars 19; average attendance 16. A marked improvement observed—in-
struction thorough and practical. Elementary principles, too often neglected
by teachers, clearly taught. The teacher, by " firm and gentle decision," en-
listed the affection of her pupils, thereby securing their interest and attention.
—
She eminently merits the confidence and patronage of those who feel an interest
in the cause of Education. There is needed, however, a more zealous interest
on the part of the parents, esj)ecially enough for them to visit the school at least
once during the term.
We have endeavored to give in the foregoing remarks a careful statement of
the progress and condition of each school as fully as space would allow.
Such suggestions have been made to each school and teacher as we deemed
might be beneficial.
A change in the reading books seemed to be imperatively demanded. It ap-
peared next to impossible to exci'e a proper interest in reading over and over
again what had become so familiar. Sargent's were introduced thoroughlj',
deeming that if they were no better than Town's, we should be fully justified
in making the change and sustained by those who understood the wants of the
schools. The very marked improvement made in this branch, the past winter,
fully confirms us that a change was demanded.
We would respectfully suggest to the Prudential Committees that, in select
ing teachers, they would make i^ a, prominent consideration, of the first impor-
tance, to select such as they are-satisfied have good common sense and good
judgment. We need more good common sense, energetic teachers. Insufficient
cooperation of parents, and the dormant interest they manifest in general in the
cause of our common schools, is a powerfully retarding influence, in attempting
to arouse them to active exertions. One such instance we deem important
enough to receive particular noticT, where parental solicitude is so alarmingly
perverted. What should we say where so many instances arc met with ? The
efforts of good and thorough teachers meet with obstacles out of their power to
control, consequently insurmountable, their feelings unregarded and their labors
unappi'cciated in the extreme.
Parents and friends, can't you afford to mjinifest a proper interest, when you
can thereby do so much good ? Don't say, '• I have but little or no influence ;"
just exert what you have for one year and you will be sensible that there is no
one but has an influence. Give an encouraging word for the cause ; yes, visit
the school. Let a district committee be appointed to visit its own school the
coming or present year. Come, friends, make the trial, and do be entreated to
keep your politics in your head or somewhere else, and never let them enter into
school matters. Wc designate no party—we mean every individual. We have
witnessed in too many instances the sad consequences of a spirit of intol-
erance. The whisperings, surmises, &c., or " the teacher is a Hunker, or a
Know Nothing," or something else, instilling into the minds a feeling of intol-
erance towards him—and then oh! he is partial to such scholars of his political
stamp. " Nonsense," you exclaim. Well, friends, it is just such nonsense that
has very much injured the success and progress of many of our schools. Let
us away with such talk, and no more instil such feelings into scholars' minds by
any idle or careless remarks, slurs or insinuations. And while on this point, we
would add that we feel fully satisfied that the Superintending School Commit-
tee would be able to exert a much greater and better influence were they ap-
pointed by the Selectmen without regard to party, and as a general thing more
suitable men would be likely to be selected.
JAMES M. SMITH, ) Superintending
STILLMAN A. ARNOLD, \ Scliool
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